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First Bomb
1978

Airline 
Bomb
1979

First Fatality
1985

Gary Wright
1987

Silence
1987 - 1993

Attacks 
Resume

1993

Manifesto Published
1995

Arrest
1996

Unabomber Timeline May 1978 – April 1996
23 Injuries   3 Deaths

One of the longest-running, most complex investigations in American history





Life Before the Unabomber



February 20, 1987

Experiment 121



Parallel Events

What David and his family were doing in 1987
Life was proceeding normally
His relationship with Ted at that time
We were not a criminal family
No connection between the news and Ted

“At that point, there was nothing that 
connected me or my family to what had 

happened to Gary.”



Life Changed in a Millisecond

9 Year Gap 

Insurance Denial

Media Physical Healing

Mental Health

Family Dynamics

Financial Impact

No Suspect
Intentionally Targeted

Business Disruption

Law Enforcement

Fear

The Unknown

Multiple Surgeries

Pain

Safety



Could it Be?

Moral courage to identify Ted and contact the FBI
Impact on David and Linda
Emotional cost to family
Reflections on their decision

Linda recognized Ted’s language and ideology
As a couple they compare letters and the manifesto



Linda



Legal Weight and Courtroom

 11-years waiting to face my attacker
 Closure, moving on, justice for victims
 Impact on Judges, Attorneys and Staff
 Disparity in the valuation of life

 Experiencing the system as a brother
 Family under public scrutiny
 Perspective of the legal process
 The death penalty as family trauma

Gary David



After the Verdict – Shared Thoughts

 Case ends, impacts continue
 Media burden
 Preserving family systems
 Disparity in the valuation of life
 Support of perpetrators families

 Life after sentencing
 Grief and moral injury
 What families of-high profile cases need
 Preserving family bonds
 How to reduce future societal breakage

Gary David



Empathy, Healing, Humanity, Friendship

Crossing the Divide



Questions

Thank You
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